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Fr. Will’s Homily for the first Mass of Fr. Ian Wintering on the Solemnity of Corpus 

Christi (6/6/21) 

 

Every good father desires to see the fullness of life lived in his sons. Fr. Ian, when your dad 

heard the news that you would be joining me in Flagstaff for your first priestly assignment, he 

sent me the following text message: “Take good care of my son. He is my pride and joy.” This is 

how your own father feels about you and your brothers, because every good father desires to see 

the fullness of life lived in his sons.  

 

When I was 17, my own father wrote me a letter. I don’t remember everything that he wrote, but 

I do remember one sentence that has stuck with me for years. He said, “My hope for you is that 

one day you will have the same joy in raising a son that I have had in raising you.” Fr. Ian, two 

decades later I now understand the joy that my father expressed in that letter, because I have 

experienced it in my spiritual fatherhood with you. You see, spiritual fatherhood is a lot like 

natural fatherhood. A good spiritual father desires to see the fullness of life lived in his sons. It is 

an incredible joy to see the fullness of life lived in you.  

 

Fr. Ian, our relationship has now changed. You once called me, “father,” and I once called you, 

“son.” Now, we call each other, “brother.” The life of the priesthood of Jesus Christ that has 

been gifted to me, I now have the joy of sharing with you. This is one of the mysterious and 

remarkable things that happens when we witness and share the life of Jesus Christ: sons and 

fathers become brothers. This is the joy and the mission of what it means to be a priest: to draw 

others into the fullness of life, which can only be found in Jesus Christ. 

 

This is also the theme and primary message of your first Mass - the theme and primary message 

of Corpus Christi Sunday. Our readings capture it clearly. In our first reading from the book of 

Exodus, we hear of the establishment of the Mosaic covenant. A covenant is the extension of 

kinship through an oath. The sprinkling of the blood over the people is the perfect image of 

kinship, because blood symbolizes life. As many of us already know, our ancient Jewish brothers 

and sisters held that the life of an animal resided in its blood. Thus, to share in one’s blood was 

to share in one’s life. In establishing a covenant with His people, God seeks to share His life with 

His people. God desires kinship with us. As a good Father, God desires to see the fullness of His 

life lived in His sons.  

 

What began at Sinai is fulfilled in Jerusalem, when Jesus perfects this covenant, not by 

sprinkling the blood of an animal over His people, as a form of life covering them, but by 

offering His own blood, His own life, poured out on the Cross and mystically made present in 

the Eucharist, so that His blood, His life, when received in faith might enter into His children and 

animate every aspect of their life. Jesus explicitly makes a connection between the Mosaic 

covenant and the new covenant that He established in the Eucharist in today’s Gospel. Jesus 

says, “This is the blood of the covenant, which will be shed for many.” The phrase, “blood of the 

covenant,” is only used once in the Old Testament in Exodus 24:8, when God established the 

covenant at Sinai. The message is clear: the Eucharist is the fulfillment of the kinship by which 

God desires to share the fullness of His life with His sons and daughters. 
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In receiving the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, we receive the fullness of the life of 

God in us. Through the Eucharist, His life lives in us. This is why, Fr. Ian, I think it is a great gift 

for you to celebrate the Solemnity of Corpus Christi for your first Mass, because this mystery is 

the mission of the priesthood: to draw others into the fullness of the Life of Jesus Christ. At your 

ordination, when Bishop Olmsted said to you, “Imitate what you celebrate,” this is what was 

meant: that your entire life becomes a vehicle for others to be drawn into the fullness of the life 

of God. To celebrate the Eucharist is to offer the covenant that assimilates human beings into 

God. This is why the Eucharist is the heart of priestly life and spiritual fatherhood.  

 

A few months ago, I read a beautiful story by Selma Lagerlof, a Swedish author and teacher, and 

the first woman to win the Nobel Prize in literature. The story is called, “The Sacred Flame.” It’s 

a short story about a 12th century Italian Knight, which I believe provides a good image for 

understanding the mission of the priest, the mission of spiritual fatherhood, to imitate what we 

celebrate, in passing on the fullness of the life of Jesus Christ to others.  

 

The story is about a knight who went to the Holy Land on a crusade for worldly glory. After 

experiencing victory in battle, a candlelight ceremony was held at the site of the Holy Sepulchre, 

the church built on the site of the death and resurrection of our Lord. At this ceremony, each 

knight had an opportunity to receive a lit candle symbolizing the victory of the light of Christ. 

When the Italian knight received his candle, he realized that he could share the glory of the 

victory with the people of his hometown if he brought back the flame without letting it blow out. 

As he began his journey home with the lit candle, he discovered that this was no easy task. To 

keep the flame lit, he had to slow down because riding his horse at full steam would cause the 

flame to blow out. At one point, he was confronted by armed robbers. He did not want to fight 

them off because that would involve the loss of the flame. Thus, to keep the candle burning, he 

struck a deal with the robbers. He allowed them to take all of his possessions freely and without 

a struggle if they allowed him to keep the candle burning. Later, he discovered a very poor 

woman with children in need of a fire to warm her family. In charity he shared that flame so that 

this woman and her children could have a fire to keep warm and cook their meal. Only a few 

moments later as he was continuing his journey a strong gust of wind came by and blew out the 

flame. He was devastated to say the least, but then he realized that he could reignite the candle 

using the flame that he shared with the woman only a few moments ago. When he finally arrived 

in his hometown, his own people didn’t recognize him. He had no horse, no armor, no 

possessions, only the dirty cloths on his back and a lit candle. They thought him to be a madman 

and they mocked him. Yet, when he finally entered into his small Italian village church, a 

miracle occurred. A bird flew into the church, took the flame from the candle and lit every 

candle on the altar with the flame from the Holy Land.  

 

This indeed is a beautiful image of the mission of the priesthood and spiritual fatherhood. The 

flame is the life of Jesus Christ. He is the only true light that we have to offer. We come to Jesus 

as well-armed knights ready for glory, ready to provide with our own strength. However, when 

we begin to imitate what we celebrate, we find ourselves developing a loss of interest in worldly 

glory. We find ourselves more and more in poverty, stripped of our armor and worldly desires 

and only concerned about one thing: Jesus Christ. We discover a readiness to share the life of 

Christ with others, knowing that at some point the ones with whom we share the Gospel will be 

the ones who will renew the life of Jesus Christ within us. We are mocked and called “madmen” 
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by those who do not understand. Yet, we find ourselves recipients of miracles that can only be 

explained by the grace of God. 

 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, in a homily he gave at a priestly ordination, said: “You are now to 

cast God’s nets into the sea of the world. You are to haul home to the shore of eternity the people 

there who resist and barricade themselves in the false appearance of their supposed happiness. 

You are to do this through the dejected night of many failures. You are to do it cheerfully and 

without grumbling even in the bitterest hours of the day, in which everything seems useless to 

you and the work of your life wasted.” 

 

Fr. Ian, as you know all too well, I’m not one for “sugar-coating” anything. To be a priest is not 

easy. Imitating what you celebrate is the challenge of a lifetime. The life of the one who 

mediates the covenant and kinship of Jesus Christ is often filled with suffering and heartbreak. 

Jesus wasn’t joking when he said, “A servant is not greater than his master. If they persecuted 

me, they will also persecute you.” To live this life well demands a death of self - taking up your 

cross daily and following the Lord. Yet, it is absolutely, without question or hesitation, a life 

worth living. Especially on weekends like this, when son and father become brothers.   


